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Bogotá, 19 August 2022 
 
Rev. Dr. Ioan Sauca 
Acting General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 
 
We send you greetings from DIPAZ (Interchurch Dialogue for Peace in Colombia), together 
with our prayers that God will guide all of you there in your preparations for the 11th General 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 
 
The World Council of Churches has provided important leadership for the international 
ecumenical family in various kinds of support and accompaniment on our path towards 
peace and reconciliation in Colombia.  Therefore we now share with you the following Call, 
to be heard in the context of your preparations and during the proceedings of the 11th 
General Assembly itself, which has as its theme “The love of Christ calls the world to 
reconciliation and unity.” 
 
We request that you accept this message and take the necessary actions to respond to it, 
so that the churches, the ecumenical movement and the Colombian people can continue to 
count on international ecumenical solidarity and accompaniment on the path we are 
following towards peace and reconciliation. 
 
In the love of Christ, 
 
 
Rev. Eduardo Martínez                                                        Rev. Milton Mejía 
Executive Committee of DIPAZ                                           Advocacy Coordinator for DIPAZ 
 
 
 
 
Copies to:  
ACT Alliance, Lutheran World Federation, Act Svenska kyrkan, World Communion of 
Reformed Churches, sister churches and international ecumenical organizations. 
Rev. Gloria Ulloa, WCC President for Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Dr. Marcelo Schneider, WCC Coordinator in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.svenskakyrkan.se/act/internacional
https://www.svenskakyrkan.se/act/internacional
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A Call for the WCC to strengthen the quest for peace and reconciliation in Colombia 
 
As the Interchurch Dialogue for Peace in Colombia (DIPAZ), together with all our member 
churches, universities and Christian organizations listed at the end of this document, we 
bring our greetings and our thanks to the 11th General Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches to be held in Karlsruhe, Germany from 31 August to 08 September 2022.  We 
thank you for the support and accompaniment which the WCC has given to the people of 
Colombia on our long path of dialogue which has led us to peace and reconciliation.  This 
process became more intense and filled with hope with the signing of the peace accord in 
November 2016 between the government of former President Juan Manuel Santos, now a 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and the former guerrilla of the FARC-EP. 
 
This path which is leading us towards reconciliation and peace has encountered many 
obstacles, principally due to the actions of the government which has just ended its term.   
That government put its emphasis on developing policies which were contrary to the 
implementation of the peace accord signed in November 2016.  Moreover, that 
government failed to comply with the dialogue protocols signed with the guarantor 
countries (Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Norway and Venezuela).  This meant that there could 
not be further progress in the talks to reach a peace agreement with the ELN.  During the 
term of that government just ended 337 FARC-EP ex-combatant signers of the peace accord 
were assassinated, as well as more than 900 leaders of social movements who had 
committed to work for peace.  As well, the resulting displacement of people and the 
humanitarian crisis have been seriously worsened in various regions of Colombia. 
 
On the 7th of August 2022, against all odds, Dr. Gustavo Petro Urrego became President of 
Colombia.   He is a Senator of the Republic of Colombia, a former Mayor of the capital city 
of Bogotá and a former militant in the ex-guerrilla group M-19 which signed a peace 
agreement in March of 1990 with the nation of Colombia.   In his inaugural address Dr. Petro 
affirmed: “I will work to achieve true and definitive peace.” “We are going to comply with 
the Peace Agreement and follow the recommendations of the Truth Commission report.”   
He also announced that dialogues with the ELN will be resumed with the goal of achieving 
a peace accord and called on other groups to lay down their arms in exchange for accepting 
their legally guaranteed benefits. These initiatives will be part of the government action to 
achieve definitive non-repetition of violence and the achievement of a Total Peace.   
Regarding these proposals by the new President, the head of the United Nations 
Verification Mission in Colombia, Carlos Ruiz Massieu, said “We view with optimism the 
priorities of the new government in regard to the implementation of the peace accord and 
the efforts to find ways forward which will make possible consolidation of the peace in the 
whole country.” 
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Gustavo Petro has now named Dr. Danilo Rueda as High Commissioner for Peace.  Danilo 
was one of the founders of the Interchurch Commission on Justice and Peace and was part 
of the leadership of the ecumenical processes supported by the WCC, including the 
Ecumenical Network of Colombia and the Interchurch Dialogue for Peace in Colombia 
(DIPAZ), the organization that is sending this letter.  We have worked closely with Danilo for 
over 30 years in the quest for a peace that is the fruit of justice for the communities 
victimized by violence and for reconciliation in all Colombia.  As the High Commissioner for 
Peace, Danilo Rueda has invited us to pray for him and his work, and he is calling together 
the various churches, the ecumenical movement, and the interfaith sector so that we can 
provide support to him on this path to reconciliation and unity which will allow us to live in 
Total Peace in Colombia. 
 
Therefore, in accordance with the slogan “The love of Christ brings the world to 
reconciliation and unity” and the Call of the 11th WCC Assembly ”to the churches, to work 
together unceasingly with persons of other religions and with all those of good will for peace 
with justice and reconciliation,  DIPAZ invites the WCC to reaffirm its commitment and 
accompaniment of the churches and the Colombian people on the path that leads to 
reconciliation and unity, a path that allows the desires and hopes for peace to come true. 
To achieve this purpose we ask: 
 

• That the WCC continue to bring actors together and exercise its key leadership 
role, together with ACT Alliance, the World Communion of Reformed Churches, the 
Lutheran World Federation, sister churches and other ecumenical organizations.  
That it promotes and support the efforts of faithful prayer and joint work to be 
carried out through international solidarity and accompaniment of the quest for 
peace in Colombia. 

 

• That the WCC collaborate with DIPAZ in the design and implementation of an 
international advocacy strategy through which international organizations such as 
the United Nations and the European Union may maintain and strengthen their 
support for the construction of peace in Colombia, especially as regards the peace 
accord and the resumption of the dialogues with the ELN. 
 

• That the WCC encourage and mobilize individuals and institutions having 
experience and training in the processes of dialogue, mediation, development of 
humanitarian accords and peace and reconciliation work to accompany and 
empower   community and church leaders in regions affected by various forms 
violence and by the armed conflict. 
 

 

• That the WCC encourage and mobilize members of churches and ecumenical 
leaders to visit Colombia, and to visit indigenous communities, afro descent 
communities and the communities established by signatories to the peace accord.  
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By their visits they would contribute to the protection of these vulnerable 
communities and serve as witnesses to experiences of reconciliation. 

 

• That the WCC solicit international ecumenical financial cooperation, so as to 
increase economic and technical investment in development projects led by 
community and social groups, which will make possible the goal of a Total and 
sustainable Peace. 
 

• That the WCC send greetings to President Gustavo Petro, citing the experience of 
the WCC in supporting peace processes in many different regions of the world, 
endorsing the work of the churches and the ecumenical movement in Colombia and 
offering the support of the WCC in contributing to the Total Peace which is the goal 
of this new government. 

 
To conclude, we would like to share with you some words from the declaration issued by 

the formal gathering of the interreligious community held 03 August 2022 at the 

Colombian Conference of Bishops, in which we stated that: 

“All of us present reaffirm and commit ourselves to and prayer for the unity and 

reconciliation of our Nation of Colombia.  We do this at this historic moment in our history 

which offers new horizons for all.  As men and women of faith belonging to different 

churches and beliefs, we feel the necessity to strengthen our faith, to cultivate hope and 

to conduct ourselves in all we do with charity and solidarity.” 

    
The member churches and organizations of DIPAZ:            

Churches 
The Methodist Church of Colombia 
The Lutheran Church of Colombia 
The Presbyterian Church of Colombia 
The Council of Assemblies of God 
 
Christian universities 
Corporation of the Reformed University (Barranquilla) 
The Baptist University Foundation of Colombia 
Gentium Lumen Catholic University Foundation Faculty of Theology, Philosophy and 
Humanities 
 
Ecumenical organizations 
Mennonite Christian Organization for Justice, Peace and Non-Violent Action - JUSTAPAZ  

Association for Peace and Hope 
Interchurch Justice and Peace Commission 
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Prison Fellowship of Colombia 
Corporation for Social Community Development – CORSOC 
Wájaro Foundation 
Micah Joven youth organization 
Student Christian Movement of Colombia – MEC 
World Vision Colombia 
Caja de Esperanza Foundation 
 
Financial Dialogue Partners 
Act Church of Sweden 
Lutheran World Federation 
 
At the international level we work with and are supported by: 
The World Council of Churches, The World Communion of Reformed Churches, Action of 
Churches Together–ACT Alliance, the World Student Christian Federation, Christian Aid, the 
Presbyterian Church USA, Disciples of Christ in the USA and Canada,  the United Church of 
Canada, the  Alliance of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches of Latin America (AIPRAL), 
The Regional Ecumenical Centre for Consultation and Service–CREAS, ALC Noticias (the 
Ecumenical Agency for Communication from Latin America and the Caribbean), the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Center of Cuba, the Cuban Council of Churches, and the Network of 
Protestant and Evangelical Universities in Latin America – Qonacuy. 
 
 
For further information, please contact the Rev. Milton Mejía, (miltonmej@gmail.com , Cell 
57-3005012399), Coordinator of Advocacy for DIPAZ. 
 

mailto:miltonmej@gmail.com

